
Learning How to Tune Your 
Ancestry.com Search

Anne Gillespie Mitchell

Roots Tech 2014



Basic SearchTechniques Everyone 
Should Know



Searching at Ancestry.com

Global searches = 31,000+ titles, 12 billion+ records



Two Things to Think About

1) What makes your ancestor unique?

ω Name

ω Places

ω Events

ω People

2) What unique aspects will be included in records?



What you put in your search form 
will be matched in your search 
results.

¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ άǘǳƴŜέ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ 
one field needs to match the record 
to be in your results.



Start with just a few basic facts

Name, location, estimated year of birth


