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How to Reveal Your 

Ancestorõs Story on 

Ancestry.com

Anne Gillespie Mitchell



What is our end goal?

ωNot a pile of papers

ωNot a nice organized notebook of 
records, images and family group 
sheets

ωWe want to tell our family story
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How do I tell my family story

Method 1:
ςDo a lot of research

ςSit down in front of Word

ςWait for divine inspiration
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The Story
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The Story
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How do I tell my family story

Method 2:

1. Learn multiple ways to search

2. Build the foundation

3. Analyze what you find; write up 
random thoughts and ideas as you go

4. Ask yourself what should I do next?
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Search Tip #1: Start with the Basic Facts

7

Global searches = 31,000+ titles, 13 billion+ records



Search Tip #1: Start with the Basic Facts
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1) What makes your ancestor unique?
ς Name

ς Places

ς Events

ς People

2) What unique aspects will be included in records?



Search Tip #1: Start with the Basic Facts
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What you put in your search form will be matched 
in your search results.

¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ άǘǳƴŜέ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ 
needs to match the record to be in your results.



Search Tip #1: Start with the Basic Facts
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Name, location, estimated year of birth



Advanced 
Search Options

Always start on 
the search tab

http://search.ancestry.com/search

http://search.ancestry.com/search


Search Tip #2: First and Last name filters
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Search Tip #3: Wildcards

Try wildcards 
with exact on 
names to find 
unusual 
spellings of 
names. 
Sm?th* 
matches 
Smith, Smyth, 
and Smythe.  
You must 
have at least 
3 characters 
to use a 
wildcard.

13



Search Tip #3: Wildcards

ω* matches zero or more characters
ςAnn* matches Ann, Anne, Anna, 

Annabelle, etc.



Search Tip #3: Wildcards

ω* matches zero or more characters
ςAnn* matches Ann, Anne, Anna, 

Annabelle, etc.

ω? matches one character 
ςAnn? matches Anne, Anna



Types of 
Locations

Lived in matches 
a residence 
event, such as a 
census location

Any event 
matches any 
location in the 
record

Search Tip #4: Location Filters



Search Tip #4: Location Filters
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Start searching at the òsmallest locationó you know, such as a county.  

Expand your search as needed.

Then select adjacent counties 

and work your way out 

geographically to expand your 

search.



Search Tip #4: Location Filters
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Location 
filters
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Sliders



Search Tip #5: Lifespan Filtering

ωEntering only a birth year
ςAssume the person lived about 100 years. 

ςRecords returned = birth year ς5, and birthdates + 102. 



Search Tip #5: Lifespan Filtering

ωEntering only a birth year
ςAssume the person lived about 100 years. 

ςRecords returned = birth year ς5, and birthdates + 102. 

ωEntering only a death date
ςAssumes the person lived about 100 years.

ςRecords returned = death year ς105 to death year +2. 



Search Tip #6: Limit your scope
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At the  bottom of the advanced 
search,you can see the types of 
records you will see



Search Tip #7: Collection Priority 



Search Tip #8: Use facets
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Search Tip #9: Do a Category Search
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