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It is not enough to find 
the record

You have to know the 
story



Which wars 
were your 
ancestors in?



A few facts

ÅStarted April 12, 1861 and ended May 9, 1865 

ÅLast shot was fired June 22,  1865

ÅAbout 2.2 million men served in the Union forces

ÅAbout 1 million men served in the Confederate forces

ÅUnion: 365,000 died; 282,000 wounded; 182,000 captured

ÅConfederates: 290,000 died; 137,000 wounded; 437,000 captured,

Å80,000 slaves died; 50,000 civilians died
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Who fought?

ÅFor the Union, not everyone.  

ÅFor the Confederacy, by the end, all able bodied men 
between 16 and 60.
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What Side did they fight 
for and who did they fight 
with?



For the Union, being in the draft registration is not proof of service
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Do check the 1890 Veterans Schedule
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Do check the 1890 Veterans Schedule
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Where do you begin?



Researching Your Civil War Ancestor

1. Examine your family tree

2. Organize your family data

3. Gather the likely suspects

4. Pick someone and gather their brothers, cousins

5. Which side did they fight for

6. Start searching for records

7. Summarize and update what you know

8. Update your story



Get Organized

ÅEven if you are looking to find the story of one ancestor, it is probably worthwhile 
to search your tree, and determine who might be a likely candidate.

ÅWhat are you looking for?

ÅMen
ÅBetween born between 1816 and 1846.  (This includes men between the ages of 

15 and 45 in 1861).
ÅMen who were in the United States in the 1860 census.
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Step 1: Examine Your Family Tree

L ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘǊŜŜΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊΩǎ 
in my direct line that might have served.



Step 1: Examine Your Family Tree
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Jeremiah seems like a likely 
candidate.

He was born in 1826, and he 
would have been 35 in 1861.

He is in the 1860 census in 
Amherst, Virginia.

He is in the 1870 census in 
Amherst, Virginia.



Step 1: Examine Your Family Tree

Also, note the ages of the children.

Are there gaps between 1860 and 1865?  That is a clue.



Step 2: Organize Your Family Data 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǎƘŜŜǘ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ƻǳǊ ŘŀǘŀΦ

ÅWhere he lived in 1860 and 1870 help us determine what side he 
fought for, as well as where he might have enlisted.

ÅGaps in ages of children help us decide if he was not at home in the 
муслΩǎΦ



Step 3: Finish gathering the likely suspects


